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XXXVII1. Defcription of two Parthian Coins,
never bitherto publifbed. By the Rev. John
Swinton, B. D. F. R. 8. Member of the
Acadermy degli Apatifti a2 Florence, and
of the Etrufcan Academy of Cortona in

Tufcany, iz a Letter to Charles Morton,
M.D. Sec.R.S.

Dear Sir,

Read Dec.18, P O W A R DS theclofe of laft month,
1766 a few days after my vifit to you at
Montague-Houfe, I met with two antient brafs coins,
pretty well preferved, that had formerly had a place
affigned them in the valuable collection brought by
the Right Reverend Dr. Pococke, Lord Bifhop of
Meath, out of the Eaft. The workmanthip of thefe
pieces feems confiderably different from. that both of
the Parthian coins, hitherto publithed, and thofe
ftruck by the Perfian princes of the houfe of Saffan.
It fomewhat, however, refembles that of the brafs
medals of one or two of thelater Parthian kings. As
1 take them never to have appeared before in this part
of the world, and highly to merit theattention of the
curious; 1 fhall beg leave, without any farther apolo-
gy, to tranfmit accurate draughts of them to the
Royal Society, together with a few curfory obfervations
upon them, which may, perhaps, prove not altogether
i unacceptable
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unacceptable to. that moft illuftrious and very learned
body. ‘

Kt-ﬁrﬁ, from feveral flight circumftances, I attri-
buted thefe coins to one of the Perfian'monarchs of
‘the houfe of Saflan ; but examining them afterwards,
with greater attention, I was rather inclined to
believe, that they appertained to one of the latter
Parthian kings. This, upon a farther inquiry, may
perhaps appear probable, from the following con-
fiderations.

1. The workmanfhip of thefe pieces, however rude
and inelegant, feems tolerably well to agrée with that
of feveral brafs medals of the later Parthian kings ;
whereas it almoft totally differs from that of the
coins generally affigned the Perfian monarchs,
pofterior to thofe kings.

2. The tiara of the prince exhibited by the medals
before me is fomewhat fimilar to thofe handed down
to us by two Parthian coins, attributed, by Dr.Vaillant,
to Vologefes II. and Artabanus IV.

3. Thefe medals may naturally enough be fup-
pofed to have firft appeared in fome neighbouring
province, reduced by the Parthian arms, rather than
in the interior part of Parthia itfelf; which may
poffibly, in fome meafure at leaft, account for the
rudenefs and inelegance of tafte they apparently pre-
fent to our view,

4. The coins in queftion feem to have had fome
Greek- characters originally impreffed upon them, If
this be admitted by the learned, thofe letters may
poflibly be thought to point ata Parthian mint. For
we have fcarce ever hitherto met with any Greek
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charadters on the medals (1) generally afcribed to the
Saffanian kings.

5. The pieces under confideration here have like-
wife feveral unknown characters upon them, which
can by no means be deemed the fame with thofe
preferved on the Perfian coins ftruck by the princes
of the houfe of Saffan.

Thefe two medals are of the fize of the {maller
middle Roman brafs,or nearly fo. ‘Their workmanthip,
as has been juft remarked, is inelegant, or rather
fomewhat rude. They are fo fimilar to each other,
that they may be confidered, without any great impro-
priety, as duplicates of the fame medal. Both of them,
on the anterior part, feem to have retained the effigies
of the fame Parthian king ; and, on the reverfe, they
both exhibit a human head, with the hair formed into
curls, on which is juft vifible a rude fort of crown.
Before the face of the latter, the Greek elements
I,P,0,Z,0,T, or IPOZOY, on both plainly enough
appéar; though one of them only prefents to our
view, before the face of the Parthian king, a complex

(1) We meet, however, with a Greek date on alittle brafs coin,
very ill preferved, in my fmall colle€tion, which feems to indicate
the piece to have been flruck by one of the princes of the houfe
of Saffan, That date was undoubtedly formed of the letters
AO®, fo that the firft appearance of the medal muft be allowed
pofterior to the diflolution of the Parthian empire, whether we
adopt F. Corfini’s Parthian Aira, or that followed b{ Dr, Vaillant.,
The coiffure of the prince’s head is exaltly the fame with that
peculiar to the Saffanian kings. The globe alfo, above the
diadem, and the large tuft of hair here, feemingly adorned with
pearls or other precious ftones, and forming another kind of
globe, are frequently vifible on the medals appertaining to thofe
kings. The turrited head, on the reverfe, reprefents the genius of
the city where the coin was ftruck, Philof. Tranfact. Vol. LV,
Tas. XV.N, 4.
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charaer, or monogram, feemingly compofed of the
Greek letters E,A, and three or four unknown cha-
ralters, that have fuffered a little from the injuries of
time, Such are the coins now defcribed, and the
proper objeéts of my attention here.

With regard to the word, or rather name, [TIPOZOT,
I fhall not hefitate 2 moment to read and pronounce
it IEPOZOT ; inftances of the omiffion of a Greek
letter, according to the (2) writers here referred to, hav-
ing been met with on the Parthian coins. Nay, I
find in my fmall cabinet an inedited Parthian coin,
with the following imperfe& infcription upon it,
BAY i i i HBAXIAG i AL i i & EINIQANT i
®IAEAN:: i i i for ®IAEAAHN i i to omit others
that might, with equal facility, be produced. Nor can
this be matter of furprize to any one who confiders,
that Greck words are fometimes very inaccurately
exprefled on thofe coins.  The wunufual curls,
on the reverfe, may poflibly be thought to
point at Armenia(3), as the country where thefe
pieces were ftruck ; efpecially, as the complex cha-
ralter, if it is a monogram formed of the Greek
clements E,A, or EA, feems to dire¢t us to the city
of Elegia in Armenia, where a whole Roman army
(4) was cut off by Vologefes 1I.  And this will appear

(2) Edvard. Corfin. A4d Clariff. Vir. Paul. M. Paciaud. Epifi.
Romea, 1457. Erafm. Freel. Reg. Vet. Numifin, &c. Tab. LN.X.
Vienna Auftriz, 1753. Vid. etiam Sagg: di Differtazion. Ac-
cademich, &c. di Corton. Tom. VIL. p. 203. In Roma, 17458.
Nov. A%. Eruditor. Lipf. Menf. Auguft. 1758. p. 436. Liphe,
1758. & Philof. Tranf. Vol. LVL. Tap. XV, N. 3.

(3) Philofoph. Tranfact. Vol. L. Par., L. p. 186.

(4) Jul. Cupitolin. in M. Autonin. Philofoph, Lucian. in Vit.
Alexand, Plendomant. p. 486, 487.
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fill more probable, after we have difcovered the
monarch denominated Perozes, or Peroz, and the
reafon of that name. To what prince therefore, and
on what occafion, the name, or rather furname,
Perozes was applied, I am next to inquire.

Vologefes 1. having finithed his preparations for a
war with the Romans, in the reign of Antoninus
Pius, foon after that prince’s death, made an irruption
(5) into the Greater Armenia. This happened, ac-
cording to Dio, in the year of Rome 915, or of
CirisT 161.  Meeting with little or no oppofition,
he advanced to Elegia, a eity of that kingdom,
where a Roman army, under the command of
Severianus, the prefe¢t of Cappadocia, was at that
time pofted. 'This formidable body he immediately
attacked, (6) and fo intirely defeated it, that fcarce
a fingle Roman found means to efcape. So complete
a victory as this muft of courfe have put Vologefes
in pofleflion of the greateft part of Armenia, and
particularly of the city of Elegia. After fo im=
portant a conqueft, the Parthian monarch may natu-
rally enough be fuppofed to have caufed the medals I
am confidering to have been fitruck, and that in the
town of Elegia. And that this was really the cafe,
fome will perhaps allow deducible from the monogram
prefented to our view on one of thefe coins. Nay, that
he derived the name, or furname, Peroz, or Perozes,
itfelf from a fuccefsful expedition he undertook againft
the Romans, we learn from Mofes Chorenenfis, the
Armenian hiftorian. ¢ At which time, fays this
« writer (77), after the death of Titus the Second,

5) Jul. Capitolin. & Lucian, ubi fup.
6) Dio, lib. LXXI. p. 802. B.
7) Mof. Chorenenf, Hiffor. Armeniac. lib, II. cap, LXL

(
E
. 181, Lond. 1736,
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¢ king of the Romans, called Antoninus Auguftus,
« Peroz, or Perozes, king of the Perfians, (Parthians)
¢« made an irruption into the Roman empire; from
¢« whence he deduced the name Perozes, which
« fignifies The Congueror, or The Viclor, having
<« before been denominated Vologefus, according to
¢ the Greeks, but by what name he went amongft
¢ the Perfians I have not yet been able to learn.”
Which paffage feems not only to point at the defeat of
Lucius Attidius in (8) Syria, but likewife at the terrible
overthrow given the Romans in Armenia, foon after
Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus afcended the
imperial throne.

I thall only beg leave at prefent to add, that the
(9) Arabic FirGz and the Perfic or Armenian Peroz
agree intirely in fignification, (10) if they may not be
cconfidered asabfolutely the fame word; that a Perfian
king, named Fir(iz. by the Arabs, (11) is called Perozes
(MepsCus) by Agathias ; that (12) Mofes Chorenenfis
and one, at leaft, of the medals here defcribed mu-
toally ftrengthen and fupport each other; and that
I am, with all poffible confideration and efteem,

SIR,

Your moit obedient humble Servant,
Chrift-Church, Oxon. .

June 30, 1766. John Swinton.

(8) Jul. Capitolin. ubi fup.

(9) Al Makin; Greg. Abu’l Faraj, Ifm, Abulfed, aliique
fcriptor, Arab, Firiz, (j”.-'.LJ) is rendered [elicitas, Vifloria, -
&¢. by Golius 3 and by Meninfki Victoriofus, Felix, Profper. It
is aPerfic word.

(10) Golius, Meninfki, aliique lexicograph. Arab. & Perfic.

(r1) Agath. Scholaft. D¢ Imper. & Reb. Geft Inperat. Fufti-
nian, Lib. IV, p. 137. Parifiis, 16¢o0.

(12) Mofes Chorenenf. ubi fup.

ErRRATUM, in Philf. Tranfag. Vol. L1V,
Page *139. note, L. 2. for Y read 2.
XXXV, An



